V

CLANDESTINE  PRESS

To give information in detail about the clandestine papers
read so eagerly by the French is not easy because of the
very nature of underground activity. Also, I do not feel
inclined to reveal certain facts which might aid the enemy
and make repression more easy. Those who published,
or are still publishing, underground papers are brave men.
I speak from experience.

The first to appear was Resistance, which began to
circulate in September or October 1940. It was cyclo-
styled, and the pages, which were clipped together, varied
between four and five from month to month. Resistance
had only a brief life. At the end of four or five months
the editors were arrested and imprisoned. Since I left
France it appears that a paper of the same name is again
being circulated, I doubt whether it is being issued by
the original sponsors.

Pantagruel appeared immediately after Resistance, in
October 1940. Pantagruel was printed, the publisher
having some financial resources at his disposal. It
appeared regularly every month until December 1940,
when its publisher was shot by the Germans and two of
his assistants were imprisoned.

Then followed a spate of clandestine news-sheets,
headed by L'Hwnanite.

L'Humanite: At the beginning of the occupation,
this well-known Communist paper appeared fairly fre-
quently in a reduced format, with the lay-out of a normal
daily. The type was 6 pt. Roman, headlines were carried
across several columns, and the paper had an attractive
appearance. Then L'Humanite began to feel the effects
of repression more than others. The Germans' first drive
was against Communists who were fly-posting propaganda
notices overnight.
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